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When our daughter was very young, she 
asked one Sunday morning, �Daddy, what are 
you going to preach about today?� I answered 
with a smile, �I have not decided yet.� With 
a serious look, she suggested, �How about 
�Abraham and me� (meaning her)?�

Indeed, among the four liturgical readings 
from both Testaments on the ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost, two are focused on Abraham. 
What has Abraham to do with us today? At this 
moment in Hong Kong, as one contemporary 
Chinese hymn says, �Thousands of believers 
are up against the tide / Searching their 
scriptures low and high�; and is such a devotion 
no more than a �gospel of peace� totally aloof 
from social reality? Well, that would depend on 
how we read and understand the teachings of 
the Bible.

�Abram believed the Lord, and He credited 
it to him as righteousness.� (Genesis 15:6)

At �rst glance, this statement from antiquity 

apparently has nothing in common with the 
justice many people are striving for right now. 
However, the more �each [of us] does what is 
right in his eyes� (Judges 17:6, 21:25), the more 
we are sincerely convinced that our opponents 
must have �logs� rather than �specks� in their 
eyes (Matthew 7:3-5). We are certain that the 
one who threw the �rst stone did a wilful act of 
provocation, and so our subsequent retaliation 
must be justified � a response borne out of 
righteous anger. Thus, vicious cycles continue 
to accelerate, violence and hatred escalating, 
as evil triumphantly rages on despite universal 
condemnation. It is here that the apostle 
Paul chooses to refer us back to the book of 
Genesis: �there is no one righteous, not even 
one� (Roman 3:10).

Interestingly, the Bible did not examine 
every act of our father of faith to see if each 
was right or wrong. The attention is instead 
focused on the fact that �by faith Abraham... 
obeyed and went... longing for a better country �  
a heavenly one� (Hebrew 11:8-16). For non-
believers, this may come across as a laughably 
feel-good Christian sentiment, even irrelevant. 
But if we as believers find ourselves holding 
similar views, we may want to revisit our 
elementary catechism. To borrow from the two 
approaches of ethics, speaking �deontologically�, 
a l l  our r ighteous acts are no more than 
endeavors made by a �justified sinner� (simui 
iustus et peccator). But speaking �teleologically�, 
we are all followers of Christ, determined to 
�seek �rst His kingdom and His righteousness� 
(Matthew 6:33). We must therefore learn to 
pray and keep watch together with our Lord, 
�yet not as I will, but as you will� (Matthew 
26:39), in order to show our reverent devotion 
to the one true God. Our petition, �may Your 
kingdom come�, is never a plea to realize our 
own wished-for utopia, but, rather, a confession 
in faith that �it is your Father�s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom� (Luke 12:32).

We must exercise patience as we wait 
earnestly for the Kingdom of God. Consider 
this: from the time of Abraham to the birth of 
Christ, the people of God had undergone the 
imperial rule of many powerful empires � Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
Subsequently, from the ascension of Christ to 

His second coming, the Church has also been 
witnessing many lives transformed by the Word 
of God, from Jerusalem unto the end of the 
world. Should we overlook this �eschatological� 
aspect of the gospel, we might be inclined to 
lose sight of �the reason for the hope that is in 
you� (1 Peter 3:15) amidst the �chaos and void� 
(Genesis 1:2) of the slogans and shouting by 
the crowds. 

We must be careful  of equating our 
identities as disciples of Christ with our socio-
political stance, lest we forget that our Lord 
chose amongst His twelve apostles both 
�Matthew the tax collector� and �Simon 
the zealot� (Matthew 10:2-4) � the one a 
pro - establ ishment col laborator with the 
unrighteous and oppressive Roman regime, 
the other a die-hard militant campaigning for 
Jewish independence by violent revolution. 
Yes, both of them must repent (Luke 3:12-13; 
Matthew 26:51-52), but the question is, must 
they also first discard their respective political 
allegiances before assuming their roles as two 
of the leaders of the foundation of the Church 
(Revelation 21:9-14)? Today, as we in Hong Kong 
are confronted with this political crisis, we must 
ask, is it possible for us as followers of Christ � 
including senior government officials, political 
party leaders, the police Christian fellowship, 
�frontline� pastors, and young Christians � is 
it possible for us to come together and �shut 
the door and pray� (Matthew 6:5-6), so that 
under the gospel of Christ, all may �humble 
themselves, and pray and seek [His] face and 
turn away from their wicked ways, [that He] will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land� (2 Chronicles 7:14)?

The psalmist was right to say, �No king 
succeeds with a great army alone; no warrior 
wins by brute strength� (Psalm 33:16). Our 
Heavenly Father will certainly watch over those 
who hope in and fear Him. And yet, the Bible 
also ardently reminds us that it is in times like 
these when we must all the more wait upon 
Him and trust in Him with all of our hearts, 
because:

�You also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect� 
(Luke 12:40). 
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Prayer Requests
  1. Pray for  our new s tudent s .  May God 

strengthen their hearts for ministry, and help 
them ready to be equipped through vigorous 
divinity trainings starting in September.

  2. Pray for our new school year. May God lead 
our School�s ministries through His grace 
and faithfulness, to serve believers in local 
and overseas through theological education, 
and to equip them to serve God. Pray for 
our faculty, that God will give them extra 
strength and wisdom in their teaching work. 

  3. Pray for Hong Kong at this critical time. 
May God help us to be determined to seek 
first His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and grant us the gi f ts of wisdom and 
discernment that together we may find a 
way ahead to live in peace as fellow citizens.

� July 14: Dr Bernard Wong accepted the 
invitation of The Church of Christ in China - 
Yaumati Kei To Church to speak at their book 
study group about relationship in our faith.

� July 27: Dr Pan Yi-Jung was invited by the 
Far East Broadcasting Company to conduct a 
seminar on spirituality at a retreat for mainland 
students of its Liangyou Theological Seminary. 

� July 31: Professor (Biblical Studies) Dr Kasper 
Wong retired after 30 years of teaching and 
ministry at CGST. We are deeply grateful to 
him for his faithful service. Assistant Professor 
(Counseling Studies) Dr Jane Mann also 
retired and was appointed as Visiting Professor 
effective August 1.

� August 1: We welcomed three new members 
joining our Faculty Team�Mr Edmond Lam as 
Associate Professor (Counseling Studies), Dr 
So Mo-Yu as Assistant Professor (Practical 
Studies),  and Dr Kelv in Yu as Assistant 
Professor (Biblical Studies). Dr Kelvin Yu will 
continue to serve as Director of Theological 
Education by Extension.

� August 1: Heavenly Blessings Associate 
Professor (Theological Studies) Rev Dr Kin-
yip Louie was promoted to the rank of full 
professor. Assistant Professor (Practical 
Studies) Ms Wance Kwan and Assistant 
Professor (Theological Studies) Rev Dr Song 
Jun were promoted to Associate Professors.

� August 8-12: Rev Dr Kin-yip Louie attended 
the 2019 World Reformed Fellowship General 
Assembly in Jakarta, Indonesia.

� August 9-11: Rev Dr Song Jun was invited by 
Fort Bend Community Church, Houston TX, 
to preach at the revival seminars and Sunday 
worship service.

� August 12-16: Associate Dean and Henry 
Co See Cho Associate Professor (Biblical 
Studies) Dr Simon Cheung, Dr Joyce Sun and 
Ms Wance Kwan attended the 2019 Triennial 
General Assembly hosted by Asia Theological 
Association in Singapore. 

� June 3: Dr Jean Lee was invited by Evangelical 
Free Church of China Kong Fok Church to 
lead a marketplace seminar, �Be happy in the 
workplace�.

� June 8: Assistant Professor (Practical Studies) 
Rev Dr Michael Chu accepted the invitation 
from One Circle One Worship to be one of the 
speakers at their 10th The ONE Conference 
2019 on the theme of �The LORD is one�.

� June 15, 29, and July 6: Dr Pan Yi-Jung accepted 
the invitation of The Church of Christ in China - 
Quarry Bay Church to conduct a seminar series 
on �Transformation from the inside to live out 
your call�.

� June 22-25: Dr Pan Yi-Jung joined The Foundation 
of Theological Education in South East Asia 
(FTESEA) in the Mandarin-speaking Women 
Theological Educators Conference, and presented 
a paper on �Teaching and Research as Women 
Theological Educators in Practical Studies�.

� June 28: Eleanor and Wayne Chiu Associate 
Professor (Theological Studies) Dr Daniel 
Lee accepted the invitation to be one of the 
speakers at the Integral Mission Summer 
Program 2019 Talk Series hosted by the 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students.

� July 1: Associate Professor (Biblical Studies) 
Dr Joyce Sun was invited by Hong Kong 
Evangelical Yan Kei Church to speak at their 
seminar on the Book of Revelation.

� July 4: Dr Jean Lee accepted the invitation of the 
Graduates Christian Fellowship of Hong Kong to 
speak at their Marketplace Ministry Forum.

� July 6: Dr Joyce Sun was invited by Church 
Pianist Training Centre to speak at their 2019 
Spring of Life Worship Meeting on the topic of 
�Worship in the First Epistle of Peter, Second 
Epistle of Peter, and the Epistle of Jude�. 

� July 9: Dr Bernard Wong attended the 14th 

Youth Mission Conference hosted by the 
Taiwan Campus Evangelical Fellowship, and 
shared on the topic, �Mission and Political 
Involvement of Christians�. 

� August to January: Dr Jean Lee is on leave for 
research writing. Associate Dean Dr Simon 
Cheung will serve as the Acting Dean.

1.  Donation by cheque
 Cheque No.  

 Bank  

 Please make cheque payable to: 
 � �China Graduate School Theology� (for Hong Kong)
 � �CGST� (for USA � please send to our US of�ce)
 � �CACGST� (for Canada � please send to our Canada address)
2.  Donation by Credit Card*

  Visa           MasterCard

 Credit Card No.                                    

 Expiry Date                                           (MM/YY)

 Signature                                                

 Please send me the CGST Chinese Bulletin
 Please send me the CGST Quarterly English Bulletin
 I would like to donate to CGST $                                       (specify currency)

 Please use it for 

   General Fund
    Graduate Programs

    Word of Life Ministry

    Faculty Support

    Others                                                    
   Restricted Fund
    China Mainland Theological Education Development Fund 

    Scholarships Fund

    Campus Redevelopment Fund

Rev./Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.  

Address:  

 

 

Zip/postal code:  

Tel:  

Email:  

Please direct your response to one of the followings:

The School will only collect personal information that is necessary for us to support our course(s) and school administrative activities.  
The personal data being collected will not be sold, traded or rented in any forms through any means to any other parties.

*Note: 

1.  Tax deductible receipts issued to Hong Kong 
and Canada credit card donations.

2.  For US credit card donation and receipts issued 
by U.S. please go to http://www.cgstus.org/
donation.php
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