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(An abstract)

Luke Cheung
Associate Professor
China Graduate School of Theology

Should New Testament ethics be just descriptive or
should it be prescriptive as well remains a much debated
issue. Recent attempts have been made to address the
hermeneutical task of working from the descriptive
perspective to the prescriptive. It is, however, doubtful
to the present author that we should limit our studies to
the New Testament asfar as ethics is concerned. Should
not the entire canon be normative rather than just parts
of it? Hence, this paper concerns only the descriptive
task and attempts to provide a framework for the
construction of New Testament ethics.

Firstly, New Testament ethics is eschatological.
What iseschatol ogical is also revelatory and redemptive.
It is Godrevealing Himself once again as the Lord of the
Universe, and God redeeming the worldthrough our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is theocentric as well as Christocentric.
To be faithful to God means to follow Christ in
discipleship. Asthe children of God and the disciples of
Christ, we should make God-Christ the object of our
worship and the one whom we live to glorify. Though
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salvation has already begun, the final fulfillment is yet
to come. New Testament writings present this already-
and-not-yet eschatological scheme in many different
ways. Christians living in this eschatologi cal tension have
to face various conflicts arising out of the constant
struggles between spirit and flesh. We are, however,
empowered by the power of the Spirit to move toward
this final end of judgement by the Lord. The delay of
parouisa has no place to play in the emphasis of good
behaviour inthe New Testament, as some scholars tend
to assume. The “imperative” is grounded upon the
“indicative” of salvation. Faith in Christ/God is never
faith without works.

Secondly, New Testament ethics is hermeneutical and
contextual. The double | ove command advocated by Jesus
playsa highly significant rol e in the hermeneutics of good
behaviour. The command to love one’ s neighbour as
oneself is thelaw of Christ. It is through thislaw that we
see each other as equal.

In conclusion, the New Testament concerns with
ethical behaviour, ethical virtues as well as communal
ethos. The motivation lies with the God-Christ initiative
in redeeming humankind and in providing us with the
necessary resources to live amoral life.



