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Indigenized Chinese Theology

— Viewed from the Cultural Perspective

(An abstract)

Jason H. Yeung
Associate Professor
China Graduate School of Theology

Christianity has been treated as alien in Chinese culture.
Theol ogians working on the indigeni zation of theology tend to
adapt biblical teachingsto Chinese culture, or make Christian
faith appear Chinese at the expense of sound biblical doctrines.
This paper argues that there are unchangeable elementsin the
Christian faith that are rooted in the canonization of the Bible
and arenot to beforfeited in the process of indigenization. There
is, undeniably, an ontol ogical distance between Christianity and
Chinese culture, but it does not prohibit a so-called “alien”
Christian to betruly Chinese. A Chinese Christian can be both
Chineseand Christian authentically. If hegivesup the canonical
faith in the Bible, however, he will lose the authenticity of his
Christianidentity. Like other “aien” elementsor influencesthat
comefromthewest, Christianity can also beintegrated into and
contributeto Chinese culture, for cultureisnot something fixed
inthe past, but is continuously developed in the present and in
thefuture. Our Evangelical faith uphol dsthecanonical teachings
of the Bible. Yet, as Evangelical Christians, welove both our
country and our heritage, and we maintain our Chinese life
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styles. Inindigenizing Christian theology, the most important
task of Chinesetheologiansisto apply biblical teachingsto
thelife of Chinese communities. Thealien background of
Christianity would bring no harmto the community, andits
Christian elementswill contribute to the moderni zation of
Chineseculture.
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