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Charles Taylor’s Sources of the Self 1 (hereafter cited

parenthetically as SS) can be divided into two sections. Part

I is Taylor’s ontological account of moral agency. Part II-V

is Taylor’s historical retrieval of the development of modern

moral  identi ty.  This paper explores one of the main

arguments in Taylor’s historical retrieval: the Christian

theistic tradition can offer a better affirmation of humanity

to the moderns than secular humanism (SS, 515).

Though there are many papers exploring Taylor’s
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